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I am reminded daily that through 

diligent and committed service to the 
people that a Representative can en-
sure that each person knows that she 
or he has a part in our democracy, a di-
rect connection to his or her govern-
ment, and that cooperative action, yes, 
government, benefits them. 

We must continually show our con-
stituents that we are committed to al-
ways improving the mechanisms of 
good democratic government: voting, 
legislation, and addressing grievances. 

After eight terms, I look back with 
satisfaction at some things accom-
plished: preserving land and bits of his-
tory; improving educational opportuni-
ties; supporting education in science 
and foreign languages; expanding ac-
cess to excellent health care, especially 
mental health care for our military 
veterans; protecting families’ economic 
security in their nonwage-earning 
years; protecting postal workers when 
they are exposed to anthrax; enhancing 
the reliability, accessibility, and 
auditability of voting; strengthening 
civil protections of Muslim Americans 
and other minority groups; strength-
ening fairness in the workplace for 
LGBT workers; and increasing support 
for scientific research. 

Through it all, our primary job, I 
would say, has been to beat back the 
cynicism about our ability as Ameri-
cans to govern ourselves. Of course, we 
understand that passing laws and ap-
propriating money is only part of a 
Representative’s work. 

I have taken opportunities to speak 
out about injustice, to extol people and 
programs that work well, to voice sup-
port for people who need a kind word 
and more, a little help. I present a vi-
sion for a government—not a govern-
ment that vanishes, but a government 
that works for its citizens. 

Of course, not all problems can be 
fixed by government, but it can be re-
assuring and uplifting to people to 
know that other people have their 
backs and can help; yes, that is govern-
ment. 

I continue to speak against intrusive 
surveillance by government that treats 
people as suspects first and citizens 
second. I have joined with others here 
to preserve our national legacies, our 
land and resources, a clean environ-
ment and to preserve memories of 
where we come from, and with my 
science background, I always try to 
present arguments based on evidence 
and open review. 

On many issues and in many votes, I 
have found myself outvoted and in a 
minority, but it helps to recall the 
words of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
who has spoken about the satisfaction 
in crafting a strong dissenting opinion 
with the hope or expectation that it 
will become the prevailing majority 
opinion. 
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I am reminded of many shortcomings 
and work unfinished. Others may suc-
ceed in reviving the Office of Tech-

nology Assessment to provide Congress 
with badly needed assistance. Others 
remaining in Congress may move our 
country appreciably toward more sus-
tainable practices. My colleagues here 
may yet reform the intelligence com-
munity. And acting with the recogni-
tion that peace is the best security, 
others may work to move our Nation 
away from militaristic responses to so 
many problems. 

Again, this work over 16 years has 
been an honor and a great satisfaction. 
I thank my family and my staff. Espe-
cially, I thank the people of central 
New Jersey for this opportunity to 
serve. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
THE SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
H.R. 83, INSULAR AREAS AND 
FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES 
ENERGY DEVELOPMENT; 
WAIVING REQUIREMENT OF 
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH 
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF 
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS; AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

Mr. COLE, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 113–655) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 776) providing for consideration of 
the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 
83) to require the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to assemble a team of technical, 
policy, and financial experts to address 
the energy needs of the insular areas of 
the United States and the Freely Asso-
ciated States through the development 
of energy action plans aimed at pro-
moting access to affordable, reliable 
energy, including increasing use of in-
digenous clean-energy resources, and 
for other purposes; waiving a require-
ment of clause 6(a) of rule XIII with re-
spect to consideration of certain reso-
lutions reported from the Committee 
on Rules; and for other purposes, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. CAPUANO (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for December 9 and the balance 
of the week on account of a family 
medical emergency. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 17 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, December 11, 2014, at 9 a.m. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

8203. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
Fruit and Vegetable Program, Department of 
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Irish Potatoes Grown in Certain 
Designated Counties in Idaho, and Malheur 
County, Oregon; Modification of Container 
Requirements [Doc. No.: AMS-FV-14-0046; 
FV14-945-2 FIR] received December 3, 2014, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

8204. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Process 
for Establishing Rates Charged for AMS 
Services [Document Number: AMS-LPS-13- 
0050] (RIN: 0581-AD36) received December 3, 
2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

8205. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
[Docket No.: APHIS-2006-0074] (RIN: 0579- 
AC36) received December 1, 2014, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

8206. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Avocados Grown 
in South Florida and Imported Avocados; 
Clarification of the Avocado Grade Require-
ments [Doc. No.: AMS-FV-13-0069; FV13-915-3 
FR] received December 3, 2014, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

8207. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s Fiscal Year 2014 Annual Report 
on the Regional Defense Combating Ter-
rorism Fellowship Program, pursuant to 10 
U.S.C. 2249c; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

8208. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting a letter 
on the approved retirement of General 
Charles H. Jacoby, Jr., United States Army, 
and his advancement on the retired list to 
the grade of general; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

8209. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting the In-
spector General’s semiannual report to Con-
gress for the reporting period ending Sep-
tember 30, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

8210. A letter from the Chairman, Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission, trans-
mitting Fiscal Year 2014 Agency Financial 
Report; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

8211. A letter from the Departmental Free-
dom of Information and Privacy Act Officer, 
Department of Commerce, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Public Informa-
tion, Freedom of Information Act and Pri-
vacy Act Regulations [Docket No.: 140127076- 
4811-02] (RIN: 0605-AA33) received December 
4, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

8212. A letter from the Administrator, 
Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Cor-
poration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Corporation’s annual finan-
cial audit and management report for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2014, in accord-
ance with OMB Circular A-136; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 
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